PREFACE

fnr^HIS study in its present form was completed in the first

I     half of 1945, and in general does not touch upon events

A   which have occurred since then.   It is not to be regarded

as a definitive work, but rather as a tentative introduction to

a subject which has not yet been dealt with fully and objectively.

The study was prepared at the request of the Cairo Group of

the Royal Institute of International Affairs.   I wish to thank the

Group for placing at my disposal two reports on the Copts and

Assyrians, written by Mr. S, A, Morrison and Canon F. C,

Bridgeman respectively.   I am also grateful to the Palestine

Department of Statistics for supplying the figures in Chapter VI,

and to a number of friends and colleagues who have read and

improved parts or the whole of the manuscript.
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